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Jiving image of its Divine Master; its high places were filled
with sons of the great landed gentry, who looked to the Castle
rather than to Heaven; and its revenues had been misapplied
and wasted No wonder then that, in 1831-2, it became the
object of persistent attack; but the Liberal opinion of that day
never contemplated Disestablishment in any sense; it aimed
only at a reform of the Church; as it was, indeed, this so-called
sacrilege was the origin of the great Oxford Tractarian move-
ment. The Irish Establishment was deprived of ten sees, and
its revenues were redistributed, to some extent, in order to
nfake it more efficient, by a measure which passed, with little
difficulty, in 1833, the principle of appropriation not being
pressed; and this, and the far greater measure, commuting
the tithe, were the only changes attempted for a long series of
years. The maintenance of the Anglican Church in Ireland
had, indeed, we have seen, been made -a part of the Union;
bi^ though the compact was respected for more than half a
century, the end of the institution came at last, as had been
foreseen by most thoughtful minds. To describe the process
is hot within our limits; Disestablishment, we shall only
remark, was not accompanied, as it ought to have been, by the
provision for the Irish Catholic priesthood, which Pitt, Grattan,
and many of their best successors in England and Ireland had
.always had in view.
Another important measure of reform for Ireland was
carried into effect by Lord Grey's Government (i830-34). The
" English Schools " of the Tudor period, made appendages of
the Established Church, had disappeared into the night of the
past; the Charter Schools, worthy of the Penal Code, main-
tained, an existence only in name. Peel had appointed a
Commission, in 1812, to consider Irish Education of the
primary kind; but its labours had, virtually, had no results;
and Irish Primary ^Education, as to the work of the State, had
fallen into the hands of a Society, not without merit, but
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